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Background: 
Face-to-face meetings are the lifeblood of associations and essential to advancing the 
professional development of our workforce. No matter the industry, meetings and conferences 
are where knowledge and expertise are shared and successful collaborations are started. For 
associations, where a sense of shared purpose drives the mission and member engagement, 
meetings are crucial to business success.  
 
The meetings industry is also critical to the U.S. economy, contributing nearly $122 billion in 
direct expenditures and supporting 1 million jobs, according to research conducted by the 
Meetings Mean Business coalition.  
 
From 2012 through 2016, restrictions on travel and conference spending severely curtailed 
government employee attendance at association meetings and conferences across the country. 
Not only did this impact associations’ conference registration numbers, it also cut off an 
important dialogue between the public and private sector and denied thousands of government 
workers access to continuing education, skills training and best practices for their profession. As 
the new administration considers guidance on conference and travel spending for federal 
agencies, it’s important that the value of mission-related, face-to-face meetings is taken into 
account. 
 
Lastly, while border security and screening of travelers is important, security concerns need to 
be balanced by the need to facilitate international travel to meetings and conferences in the 
U.S. 
 
Talking Points: 

 Technologies such as teleconferencing and video conferences often can’t take the place 
of face-to-face meetings. 

 The funding restrictions and paperwork requirements for federal agencies’ conference 
spending expired at the end of Fiscal Year 2016. ASAE and the association community 
support the development of new guidance that reduces the paperwork requirements 
and approval processes for agency travel to association conferences. 

 President Trump’s revised travel ban could have a chilling effect on international travel 
to the U.S. in general. The revised executive order on travel raises the possibility that 
additional countries beyond the six that are temporarily banned may be forced to 
provide additional security information to the U.S. government to support U.S. visa and 
other immigration determinations. ASAE’s position is that, ideally, a balance must be 
struck between the need for appropriate vetting standards and the need to facilitate 
legitimate travel to the U.S. 

 

http://www.meetingsmeanbusiness.com/sites/default/files/MMB-Economic_One_Pager_2016_0.pdf

